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Climate change is fundamentally a justice issue, as it disproportionately affects marginalized communities and
exacerbates existing social inequalities. Overconsumption driven by these inequalities is a major contributor to
greenhouse gas emissions, with the wealthiest 1% responsible for 16% of global emissions, equivalent to the
emissions of the poorest 66%. These disparities are expected to widen over time, as vulnerable populations face
cumulative disadvantages due to climate disruption and the cascading effects of globalization. Additionally, the
unequal distribution of resources and the legacy of historical injustices further compound these challenges.

The impacts of climate change, such as floods, droughts, and rising sea levels, are particularly severe in developing
countries and in South Asia, where marginalized groups, low-income communities, women, and indigenous
populations bear the heaviest burdens. Despite contributing the least to the climate crisis, these populations
suffer the most from its ecological, economic, and health consequences. The lack of adequate support and
resources for these communities often leaves them ill-prepared to cope with climate-related challenges.

Furthermore, climate policies often have unequal consequences, and decision-making processes surrounding
emissions reductions and adaptation frequently exclude those most affected. The principles of climate justice aim
to address these disparities by ensuring fair treatment and equitable solutions for the most vulnerable, so that
those who have contributed the least do not suffer the most from its consequences. It is crucial to implement
policies that not only mitigate climate change but also actively promote social and economic equity.

Therefore, this session seeks to explore the dimensions of climate change through the lens of inequality and
justice, with a focus on actionable solutions for inclusive and equitable climate resilience through the following
questions:

e In what ways does climate change disproportionately affect marginalized communities, and how can we
design climate policies to ensure equitable outcomes and address these disparities?

e How do social inequalities drive overconsumption and contribute to unsustainable greenhouse gas
emissions, and what strategies can reduce the carbon footprint of the wealthiest 1% to align with global
climate goals?

e What role does globalization play in amplifying the disadvantages faced by the most vulnerable
populations, and how can we better incorporate their perspectives into climate decision-making
processes?

e How can loss and damage funding be effectively mobilized and allocated to support the most vulnerable
communities, and what role does climate financing play in addressing inequalities and promoting climate
justice?

e What are the most effective strategies to ensure that climate adaptation and mitigation efforts are

inclusive and just, addressing both immediate needs and long-term inequities?

How can South Asia collectively and effectively raise the issue of climate justice in various forums?
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